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to the mental condition of patients has often been discussed from 
a very positivistic stand-point. Even Ray (“ Mental Pathology ”), 
judicial as his mind was, pronounced very dogmatically on this 
subject in his discussion of the Parish will case. Dr. Rousseau 
in a recent article {Annates mddico-psychologiques , November, 
1882) comes, after an extended examination, to the following 
conclusions : First, in general, insanity and aphasia are rarely 
encountered associated, and the explanation of the phenomenon 
must vary according to whether the insanity or aphasia be first 
developed. Second, the lesion resulting in aphasia often leaves 
the intelligence intact, but more frequently this is enfeebled but 
not perverted. Third, lucid aphasiacs may, like other people, of 
course, become insane, but this is not of frequent occurrence. 
Fourth, as lunatics contract in time a cerebral inertia, true 
aphasia is not markedly evident with them, but simple loss of 
language may of course occur. The author has not, it will be ob¬ 
vious, studied the phenomena of aphasia as presented among pro¬ 
gressive paretics who are, most likely of all, the insane to be at¬ 
tacked by it. 


Puerperal Insanity and Insanity of Lactation. —Dr. J. 
De Burgh Griffin {Australian Medical Journal , June 15, 1882) 
states that he has found that puerperal insanity usually assumes 
the form of acute mania. He claims that a premonitory stage 
exists, and that the disease may be aborted ; in this opinion he is 
opposed by nearly every authority. Chloral hydrate is of much 
value. Puerperal insanity, Dr. Griffin finds, has a very good prog¬ 
nosis, and this is in accord with the usual experience ; puerperal 
melancholia may occur, but melancholia is most frequent during 
the period of lactation. Tonics are of value in it, and artificial 
feeding is often necessary. Suicidal attempts are to be expected. 


Inversion of the Sexual Sense. —Under this title Charcot 
and Magnan {Archives de Neurologic , Nov. 3, 1882) report six 
cases of imperative conceptions respecting sexual matters, which 
they consider allied to the sexual perversion of the Germans. The 
first case was that of a masturbator, a physician, who felt drawn to 
the anal region of females and clothed children for sexual gratifi¬ 
cation ; the naked bodies were repugnant to him. He was dis¬ 
gusted with the idea of paederasty and sexual intercourse ; there 
was strong heredity in the case. In the second case there was 
also strong heredity, and the patient felt sexually attracted by 
the nails of women’s shoes, concerning which he constructed 
elaborate romances and masturbated while gloating over these. 
The third case also had hereditary defect, and felt sexually 
attracted by white table-cloths, several of which he stole and was 
punished for so doing. The fourth patient, also a victim of heredi¬ 
tary defect, was unable to copulate with a woman unless her hair 
was dressed in a certain way, and she had a night-cap on. The 
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other cases were victims of nymphomaniacal impulses. There is, 
it will be obvious, very little in common between these cases and 
sexual perversion as described by Gock, Servaes, Krug, Krafft- 
Ebing, Ulrichs, and others. Dr. Hammond (“ Diseases of the 
Nervous System ”) has described a case where shoes were the at¬ 
traction, and Van Buren and Keyes (“Venereal Diseases”) a case 
where a man was impotent except with women dressed in a peculiar 
style. As might be expected, impulses of this character are very 
frequent among hebephreniacs. 


Condition of Patients on Admission to Asylums. —Dr. J. 
A. Campbell ( Lancet , July 1, 1882) calls attention to the fact that 
physicians pay too little attention to the physical condition of 
patients whom they are about to commit to asylums, and gives a 
series of cases to illustrate the fact that patients are often brought 
to asylums in a moribund condition. The necessity for a physical 
examination of the patient prior to admission, is peculiarly urgent 
in States requiring jury trials of lunatics. 


Medico-legal Relations of Insanity. —Dr. Ira Russell 
(.Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, December 14, 1882), in a 
discussion of the relations of insanity to law, states he regards 
Guiteau as being a case of moral insanity. In contradiction of 
the dictum passed by the New York State Medical Society at the 
instigation of the Utica “ alienist,” Dr. Russell states that the first 
obvious symptom of insanity may sometimes be some moral ob¬ 
liquity. He unfortunately, however, adopts the erroneous change 
of character theory, but not to such an enormous extent as many 
of his colleagues. He admits that many cases of insanity can best 
be treated at home. He very properly claims that the whole men¬ 
tal condition of the individual must be taken into account in 
judging of the question of responsibility, and that the fact that a 
single delusion only is demonstrable does not prove that the 
patient is responsible for an act apparently disconnected with 
such delusion. 


Responsibility of Criminal Lunatics. —Under this title Dr. 
S. S. Herrick {New Orleans Medical Jour?ial , December, 1882) 
discusses the relation between the lunatic and society. He is of 
opinion that Guiteau was justly executed, not as a punishment, 
but for the protection of society. Guiteau was a lunatic, but the 
episodes of his trial were such as to lead Dr. Herrick to believe with 
Folsom {BostonMedical and Surgical Journal, May, 1882,) that his 
escape would have been an encouragement to the criminal class. 
Dr. Herrick believes that the sentimental cant about the imprison¬ 
ment of sane men in lunatic asylums has decidedly bad results. The 
whole article is permeated by a Spartan spirit, and is evidently 



